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another into the gap; they were just lost. It was a
question of forming a new defence line in the rear, a
defence line on the Maine, while a rearguard action was
being fought. A minimum of eight days was needed
to form that line ; to bring up troops, guns, ammunition,
supplies ; to make trenches and defensive positions.
In 1917 the Germans had comparatively little mechanized
transport and the advance was at infantry pace, perhaps
5 to 10 miles a day. But in this war the German
mechanized troops were advancing at about 18 miles
a day, and only being kept down to that speed by a
fierce rearguard action. From Sedan to Paris is only
about 125 miles as the crow flies, a distance that could
be covered in seven days, at the reckoning of 18 miles
a day ; Valenciennes, near the Franco-Belgian frontier,
is only 90 miles or five days from Boulogne; Valen-
ciennes to Amiens on the Somme is only 70 miles or
four days' advance. Fortunately, said the General, the
enemy had had a series of rivers to cross, such as the
Mease, Oise, Sambre and Ancre. It had been a Battle
of Rivers, and would continue to be so, for they were
die most difficult obstacles for tanks to cross in non-
mountainous country. Defence lines against mechanized
attack had to be stronger and deeper than against infantry
attack, and so took longer to establish. It could be seen,
therefore, that the Allies had not been given much time
to consolidate themselves on the Oise and then on the
Somme. Then again, the Allies should have been able
to bring up troops, guns and supplies more quickly
than ia the last war, but transport was held up on the